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The Final Straw-ening
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This puppy is only 
pretending.

EVERY TIME YOU MAKE A COMMA SPLICE, A 
PUPPY DIES.

Are YOU a PUPPY 
KILLER?
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These are independent clauses, they are closely 
related.

I make comma splices, puppies will die.

I make comma splices, however I like puppies.  
Help me.

 I write an independent clause.

 This clause has a subject:  “I.”

 This clause has a verb:  “write.”

 Sometimes independent clauses have objects: 
“independent clauses.”
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Independent clauses can be linked in these 
ways:

 With a conjunction: and, but, so, because
 With a semi-colon: ;
 With a colon: :
 OR you can start a new sentence.

What happens if you link them with a comma?
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These are independent clauses, they are closely 
related.

These are independent clauses, but they are 
closely related.

I make comma splices, puppies will die.
I make comma splices.  Therefore puppies will die.

I make comma splices, however, I like puppies.  
Help me.

I make comma splices; however, I like puppies.  
Help me stop the carnage.


